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Men’s Shed Week 2022: A global village, doing local good
Through local partnerships and collaborations, Men’s Sheds create stronger local communities.
Now with about 3,000 Men’s Sheds changing lives around the world, this Men’s Shed Week (4 – 10 September
2022) we are celebrating a truly global village, doing local good in communities from Bairnsdale (Australia) to
Balbriggan (Ireland) - and everywhere in between.
Men’s Shed Week is our annual opportunity to collectively showcase Men’s Sheds to the world. It’s a great
chance to focus government, corporate partners, media and the community on the benefits and positive
contributions Men’s Sheds make to the Australian community.
We’re proud of the work undertaken throughout the Men’s Shed network – the achievements and benefits of
Men’s Sheds for members and communities are immeasurable. So we’ve dedicated an entire week to
celebrating all things Men’s Sheds.
Celebrating Men’s Shed Week 2022
AMSA will lead a Men’s Shed Week campaign promoting the benefits of
Men’s Sheds to the broader public as well as hold a number of Men’s Shed
Week events.
We also encourage Men’s Sheds to participate in our events where they are
local – or to host an Open Day or Shed event to mark the occasion. Your
event can be simple morning tea or lunch with Shed members during the
week, or it may be a larger gathering of members and members’ friends and
family, shed supporters and local government representatives. The event
can be small or large – but most importantly it should celebrate diversity of
Shedders and activities at your shed and highlight the contributions your
Men’s Shed makes to the local community to your special guests.
A Men’s Shed Week 2022 toolkit will soon be available via the AMSA website: mensshed.org/mens-shed-week
Men’s Shed Week is proudly supported by AMSA major partner Fair Dinkum Builds.

Chairman’s Update
Hello Shedders, I hope this update finds you well.
There have been significant changes since my last update which will have an impact on Men’s Sheds.
The first is the election of the Albanese Labor Government and with it a new Minister for Health and Aged
Care - the Hon Mark Butler MP. Prior to the election, David Helmers and I had the opportunity to meet with
Minister Butler who is a staunch supporter of Sheds.
On behalf of the AMSA Board, I also want to thank the former Minister for Health, Greg Hunt, for his support of
Men’s Sheds and the work they do. Greg was a familiar face in Sheds and was responsible for the increase in
funding for the National Shed Development Program and establishing the Regional Coordinators Program. We
wish him well in his retirement.
In April, the AMSA Board responded to the Department of Health on the independent 2021 Governance
Review and is awaiting a reply. Once the Department has approved our response, it will be made publicly
available by both the Department and AMSA.
The review found that AMSA’s governance framework was “largely in line with better practice that is fit-forpurpose” and had also met, and in most instances exceeded, the performance requirements of operational
outcomes under the funding agreement with the Commonwealth.
I appreciate this has gone on for some time, but I encourage members of all Men’s Sheds to read the review
themselves if they have not already done so and not rely on interpretation from others.
The review itself made twenty-two recommendations with the first five being related to Board governance that
are existing standard processes. Items 6 to 12 are the responsibility of the Department to implement as they
set the guidelines for the National Shed Development Program.
The remaining recommendations were for AMSA to continue with our current objectives and processes, or are
related to our work with external organisations.
AMSA has accepted all recommendations, except one which is the responsibility of the Department. We have
either completed or progressed on these recommendations in the months since the report was finalised.
Recommendations 20 and 21 of the review refer to the relationship between AMSA as the recognised national
peak body and State Associations. AMSA continues to consult with State Associations and has signed
Memoranda of Understanding with the New South Wales, Victorian and Queensland Men's Shed Associations.
Despite ongoing support and assistance from AMSA there is currently no operative State Association in South
Australia (to date the Sheds in SA have chosen not to add any additional layer of administration through a
State Association).
NSWMSA and QMSA are current members and VMSA has accepted our invitation to re-join as a member of
AMSA. The Western Australian and Tasmanian Associations have not yet accepted my invitation to meet and
discuss a positive way forward in the interests of all Australian Men’s Sheds.
Two key elements of Recommendation 21 are:
iv. a process of board representation that is skills-based and puts the interests of member sheds first
and foremost
v. ensuring that national directors make decisions based on the overall interests of member sheds
nationally, not just those from their respective state or territory.
These recommendations together with signed agreements with State Associations will require changes to the
AMSA Constitution with the required approval of AMSA members. AMSA will collaborate with its members in
this process to ensure that “the interests of member sheds (are) first and foremost”.
Finally, I am pleased to let you know the AMSA 2022-2024 Strategic Plan is in its
final stages. The plan will reflect the implementation of the Governance Review
recommendations and the results of the Strategy Survey we sent out earlier this
year, and is aligned to the timeframes of our Funding Agreements. We will share
the full Strategic Plan with you once it has been ratified by the AMSA Board.
Stay safe and well,
Paul

Men’s Sheds Bat for Will: Promoting social inclusion
The Australian Men’s Shed Association (AMSA) and Where There’s a Will (Willo) have come together to
increase awareness and inclusion for people with disabilities across the Men’s Shed community.
What’s involved?
There are a few ways you can be involved in the project, with the most simple being to transform a cricket bat
into a piece of art to submit for the Men’s Sheds Bat for Will Exhibition (to be held in early 2023). You can read
the Men’s Shed Bat for Will FAQs for more information.
Fill out the Expression of Interest Form so we can keep in touch with information about the project and
exhibition: https://mensshed.org/news-events/mens-sheds-bat-for-will-expression-of-interest
A growing number of Men’s Sheds around Australia have been involved with Willo. You can watch the AMSA
Toolbox Talk Webinar Playback with Ange Clarke and John Kennis (Robertson Men’s Shed NSW) or visit the
Willo website here: https://wheretheresawill.org.au/artists/mens-sheds
Together with Ange Clarke from Willo, we officially launched the Men’s Sheds Bat for Will project at Willo’s
Men’s Shed (SA) last week. Willo’s Men’s Shed has an existing program including neurologically diverse young
men in shed activities.
“Including these young people into the Men’s Shed can be very rewarding. Not only for the lads but for the
shed as well. Your members will grow along with the lads. To watch them gain confidence as they attend and
learn from the shedders is fantastic to see,” said Willo’s Men’s Shed President Dave Clarke at the launch.
“Through this collaboration we hope to create significant change for people in communities throughout
Australia and create more awareness and understanding about our neighbours who simply live and see life
differently,” says Ange Clarke (Willo Founder and CEO).

Toolbox Talk Webinar: Hearing in the Shed environment
with Soundfair
AMSA's Men's Health Project Officer will be joined on a Zoom webinar by
Soundfair Services Lead Melissa Chandler to chat about how we can be more
inclusive of those with hearing loss.
Registration information available at https://fb.me/e/2WVZ6mQOC
Find out more about Soundfair at soundfair.org.au
In May, Stuart and A/Prof Craig Allingham had an insightful and inspiring chat
about the Buderim Men’s Shed Girth Control Project. Check out our library of
webinar playbacks on the AMSA YouTube Channel.

Shed Showcase: Shedders and students working shoulder
to shoulder for Schools Tree Day
Men’s Shed members and primary school students across the country worked shoulder to
shoulder to mark Schools Tree Day on 29 July 2022.

The groups came together on Toowoomba (QLD), Geraldton (WA), Sandy Hollow (NSW), Colac (VIC) and
Ardrossan (SA) to plant seedlings, share knowledge and connect over a shared sense of contribution to their
natural environment.
Meeting at designated planting sites including local parks, Men’s Sheds and schools, participating Shedders
and students teamed up to plant native shrubs – connecting with nature and community.
This year the activity was led by AMSA in collaboration with local Men’s Sheds and Men’s Shed organisations,
councils and land care groups, the activity is part of AMSA’s new partnership with Brighter with Natural Gas,
an initiative of the Australian Petroleum Production & Exploration Association (APPEA).
Collaborating with Regional Coordinators across the country proved key in enabling AMSA to deliver the
cross-country activity.
Participating Men’s Sheds & Primary Schools
QLD: Toowoomba City Men’s Shed / Toowoomba West Men’s Shed & Harristown State School supported by
Frank Pearce, Regional Coordinator - Queensland Men’s Shed Association
WA: The Menshed Geraldton & Geraldton Primary School supported by Rebecca Talbot, Regional Health
Coordinator - Men’s Sheds of WA
NSW: Denman & District Men’s Shed & Sandy Hollow Primary School supported by Beth Gow, Shed Support
NSW/ACT - AMSA)
VIC: Colac Men’s Shed & Alvie Primary School / Colac West Primary School supported by Darren Scicluna,
Regional Coordinator - Victorian Men’s Shed Association
SA: Ardrossan Community and Men’s Shed & Ardrossan State School supported by Tony Wyld, Shed Support
SA/NT - AMSA
Read the full article with photos at mensshed.org

Shed Diary
Contact events@mensshed.net for event information or to submit events and meetings for inclusion.
9 August

AMSA Toolbox Talk Webinar
Hearing in the Shed environment with Soundfair
Registration details: https://fb.me/e/2WVZ6mQOC

13 August

Ride to the Red Centre Black Dog Ride Shed Mates BBQ
Blatherskite Park, Alice Springs (NT)

24 August

Regional Shed Gathering – Canberra
Weston Creek Men’s Shed & Labor Club Weston Creek
More info at mensshed.org/news-events/shed-events-and-meetings

30 August

Regional Shed Gathering – Adelaide
The Monastery Men’s Shed & Conference Centre
More info at mensshed.org/news-events/shed-events-and-meetings

4 – 10 September

Men’s Shed Week
A global village, doing local good
Supported by Fair Dinkum Builds

7 September

Shedder’s Long Lunch – Gold Coast
CSi Club, Southport (QLD)
Get your ticket: https://tix.yt/DNK

9 September

Shedder’s Long Lunch – Central Coast
Doyalson RSL, Doyalson (NSW)
Get your ticket: https://tix.yt/F9J

10 October

World Mental Health Day

11 October

SAVE THE DATE
Shed Mates Muster – Serpentine Jarrahdale Community Shed (WA)

13 October

SAVE THE DATE
Shed Mates Muster – Albany Mens Shed (WA)

26 October

SAVE THE DATE
Living Well Expo – Dubbo Community Men’s Shed (NSW)

15 & 16 November

COMING SOON
Men’s Shed Governance Seminar (Pilot)
Western Sydney, NSW
Delivered by AMSA, NSW MSA & Justice Connect

