This Issue is in Recognition of the
New Life Members.
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President:
V/President:
Secretary:
Treasurer:

Rodney Hansen.
David Redfern.
Graeme Thompson.
Geoff Smallbone.

Committee:

Peter (Pedro) Gill,
Ronald Tew,
David Smallbone,
Bob Hansen,
Peter Rocca,
John Beard,
Neville Bull.

Editor’s note.
It has been suggested that I start a
Computer and Phone security section.
I will attempt this, but I am sure I will
need input from members to continue,
so keep this in mind.
I wish to say how honoured I feel right
now, at being one of the five members
awarded ‘Life Membership’ recently. I
have always enjoyed what I have done
for and at the shed without giving
another thought to it. Initially I joined
the shed because I was new to the
area and didn’t know anyone but
joining certainly changed that.
If you have anything worthy of future
newsletters, please send to the email
address. Email: rhtew@bigpond.com
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Presidents Report. (Or as sometimes called ‘Rodney’s Ramblings’)
Welcome to the May edition of “B A D Shed Chatter”. I am very
pleased to present my presidents report to Shed members for issue
number 44 of our Shed magazine. I will apologise early to members as
this report will be a little shorter than I normally write. This is because
I am writing it a couple of weeks early due to me being away for a
week and not wanting to miss the editor’s strict deadline. I know this
will give some Shed members anxiety issues, but I promise that I will
make up the extra pages in issue number 45.
Firstly, I can report that our Shed is in a strong position with a strong
balance sheet, plenty of projects on our books, plenty of functions for
us to attend and fund raise, a strong membership base and growing,
and even a bit of money left in the bank.
Our recent Easter Raffle performed well with us raising well over
$1,000 dollars with very little out lay. This combined with a few good
fund-raising sausage sizzles and the sale of a few in Shed projects all
contributed to our much-needed coffers.
Due to the success of this raffle, we have jumped in early for our
Christmas raffle and requested quite a few days at Burpengary
Shopping Centre in the lead up to Christmas.
These days are all Fridays: November 4th, 11th and 18th,
December 2nd,9th, and 16th.
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I know it’s a fair way off yet, but if you think you can help out, put it in
your diary. These are great social days spent talking to your mates,
shoppers and occasionally even selling a ticket.
Lakeside Raceway is looking for helpers for it’s Chrome Day on Sunday
the 22nd of May. Grimmie attended the last one and reported that he
had a wonderful day, being over fed on take away and drinks, a gift
voucher and a Lakeside Raceways T Shirt. If your interested let me
know and I’ll submit your name.
The CWA have invited us to be a part of their Spring Fair in September.
This will be held at the Morayfield Community Hall over a few days
and will give us a chance to once again show case our Shed and what
we do, sell a few raffle tickets, and give away plenty of paperwork.
Once again, if you’re looking to help out these are great days where
you get to talk to a lot of people.
We also have a Bunning’s sausage sizzle on Sunday the 19th of June.
These are big days for us, and we are always looking for volunteers.
The more helpers we have, the lighter the load. If you have never
done one of these before, they can be a good day out with mates.
The Vietnam Veterans picked up their white crosses that we had the
pleasure of making for Anzac Day. It was humbling for me to see them
have a trial run with the crosses on display ready for Anzac Day. There
is a photo of these on display further in our magazine.
Lest We Forget.
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It is good to see the steady number of men spending time with John
Burke taking the time and the opportunity to get accredited on some
of our various machinery.
Our annual Christmas party has been booked for Friday night the 16th
of December at Sports Central in Caboolture. This is the old RSL
building in Caboolture and has been chosen over our regular venue as
it can accommodate more people. Names are being taken now and
will be right up until the beginning of December.
You might say, - Gee why the hurry, but I have found over the years of
doing this that if you don’t get in early and book a place you face the
possibility of having the dinner in October sometime. As usual Shed
members are free, with their partners paying their $45 cost for the
night.
We were fortunate to have some visitors from Samford Men’s Shed
this month. They arrived for smoko before having a tour of the Shed
spending a lot of time in the engine room with the racing mowers
looking for ways to make their machines go a little faster.
We were also contacted by the Redcliffe and District Radio Club
offering to come and do a presentation on what’s involved with Ham
Radio. They have been invited along to do a presentation.
Our Elder Abuse Prevention Forum held at the Burpengary Hall in late
April was a success with about 40 people attending this event and
hearing some exceptional speakers talking of this growing issue in our
communities. A big thank you to the C W A lady’s for supplying the
morning tea.
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Shed number 3 has once again been put back by another 4 weeks,
with the estimated completion time now being June. We are told that
this is because of the hold up with materials coming from the steel
fabricators.
Dayboro Men’s Shed is holding a Men’s Health Forum on Saturday the
18th of June. This is a day long event with morning tea, lunch and
afternoon tea provided. We have 8 invitations for members of our
Shed to attend this event and will possibly carpool. If you are
interested, please let Shed secretary Graeme know.
This month also saw the presentation of Life Memberships to 5 of our
Shed members. These being Pedro [Peter Gill], Peter Rocca, Ronald
Tew, John Beard and myself [Rodney Hansen]. This makes a total of 6
life memberships that have now presented to be worthy Shed
members in our short time, with the other member being Alan
Morgan who was one of the original founders. He received this award
in 2019.
When we started the Shed in 2015, we had no idea of where we
would end up, what adventures we would do, people we would meet
that would become good mates, and the things we would all do
together. How would we grow our Shed and the membership and
raise the money to do it? I was told it couldn’t be done! But over the
years with the help of some very dedicated people we now find
ourselves in the strong position we are in today.
Congratulations and well done everyone.
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I recently had the pleasure of attending a Shed Cluster meeting at
Buderim Men’s Shed. This was a very well attended event with
members from about 20 Sunshine Coast Sheds in attendance. There
were a variety of guest speakers from organisations such as Black Dog,
Lifeline, and the Queensland Men’s Shed Association, talking on issues
such as depression, shed growth, fund raising and Shed governance to
name a few.
The standout speaker on the day was from the Black Dog Institute and
he delivered a powerful presentation. It showed me that we
sometimes really need to look at what’s going on in someone’s life
before we judge them and try to see why they react to things the way
they do. Everyone has a story and sometimes it just needs to be heard
by someone. An interesting statistic from the meeting was that during
covid there was a dramatic drop in volunteers to many community
groups. This was stated in a report delivered by the QMSA and stated
that the percentage of volunteers across many community-based
organisations had dropped to 9%, virtually rendering a lot of groups as
finished. No members showing up – No new members joining - No
fund-raising ability to pay the bills. The big surprise, and going against
that trend, was the massive growth in Men’s Sheds, and member
numbers with the majority of Sheds seeing massive growth. They went
on to say that in a lot of cases Men’s Sheds have stepped up where
churches have not. They also reported that there has been a lot of
interest in Women’s Sheds, but unfortunately this interest has not
generated any rapid rise in their numbers, with one currently
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operating in the Coolum area, and talk of another being built
somewhere in the Moreton region.
In closing this report, as always please check on ya mates.
ASK - R U O K?
Rodney Hansen
President
Burpengary and District Men’s Shed Inc.

New Members.
New members since last newsletter.
Listed below are the new members joining recently, so when you
bump into them give them a big welcome. They are as follows: - Peter
Keane, Felix Meyer and Alan Shaw.

Birthdays.
Birthday soon.
There are 5 Birthdays for May, being - Russel Scammels on 2nd aged
71, Peter Gill (Pedro) on 4th aged 82, Lood De Jager on 7th aged 79,
Christopher Eaton on 15th aged 78, and the big one Geoffrey
Smallbone 0n 29th aged 80.
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Computer/Phone Security.
As requested by several members this section will be dedicated to
Computer/Phone security. This should cover things like “Scams” to
keep an eye out for, or different things you the user should keep your
eye on to help prevent being scammed. If any terms used below are
unfamiliar to you, feel free to ask me for an explanation.
Here is my first attempt.
Spotting a Fake ‘URL (Link)’.
A URL (Uniform Resource Locator) is a link shown in an email, text
message, or on a web site, (generally shown in the colour blue) that by
‘clicking on’ will direct you to another web address. One must be
careful when clicking on any URL because it is a common method used
by ‘SCAMMERS’ to make themselves rich. The wording given in the
link shown may not be the actual address of the URL. A quick method
to check the URL is to hover your mouse pointer over the URL and a
small window should appear either on the bottom left corner of the
open window, or in the immediate vicinity of the mouse pointer,
showing what the actual URL is. This depends on the version of the
computer operating system being used. If the text is not the same as
the text shown on the link, DO NOT CLICK ON THE LINK, AND DELETE
THE MESSAGE!
If using your phone, place your finger on the link, and hold it there, a
small window should open with the actual URL and ask what you what
to do with it, again, if in doubt DELETE IT.
The important thing here to remember is: - If you receive an email, or
text on your phone, with links for URL’s within, if there is any doubt
to its authenticity, DO NOT CLICK, (TOUCH), ON IT, but simply delete
the message.
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LIFE MEMBERS.
Story by David Redfern.
Presentation 28th of April.

I, David, being Vice President, put a motion to the last committee
meeting earlier in April for nomination of 5 members for Life
Membership. The nominations were, as in picture, John Beard, Ronald
Tew, Peter (Pedro) Gill, Rodney Hansen and Peter Rocca. It was then
decided that because all the nominees were committee members, the
motion would be better decided by the general membership, so a
special general meeting was called, and a unanimous decision for the
motion, and for all five nominees was reached at that meeting.
It was stated that these awards were for the work, and betterment for
the shed, the nominees have partaken in over the few years since the
shed was established. Rodney, John and Peter were foundation
members and Ron, and Pedro came along not much later. My research
showed, what was rather apparent, that these members not only
showed their dedication at the shed, but also the time they spent out
of shed hours working for the shed, at home or at the shed. It is nice
10

to see some members getting recognition for the work they have put
in to make the shed what it is today.
We should not forget that there were other members that I also
considered, but our constitution states only 5 in a calendar year, so
others may be considered again next year. In fact, a proposal at the
May committee meeting resolved that we will be looking into this
matter every year in future just prior to the AGM.

Shed Two.
New Plasma Cutter.
On my walk around the shed
one day, I noticed the
metalwork men practicing on a
new welder. I was informed
that it was a Plasma Cutter, so
whether it welds as well, I am
unsure.

Shed Three.
Thursday 14th of April.
The first delivery for the shed
turned up, it is only a small
portion of the ironwork, but it
shows that something is afoot.
We have now been informed of a
further delay in construction, now
being the end of June.
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Anzac Crosses.
We made these crosses for the Vietnam
Vets for the local Anzac parade, and we
were sent a pic from a practice run. They
look a treat, so I hope they came up as
well on the day.

Christmas Dinner.
One might say it is a bit early, but we are
now taking names for this years
Christmas Dinner. The date looks like
being the 16th of December, and should
be at the Caboolture Central Sports Club,
the old RSL at Caboolture, as they have a
bigger room so that our attendance might not be as limited as last
year. Rodney is taking names, and the cost is $45 for partners and
members free.

Visit from Samford Shed.
28th of April.
We had a visit from Phil, Gibbo
and Tiny, as pictured, from
Samford Shed on the 28th of
April, and I think that their
main interest was getting
information and tips on the
construction of racing mowers.
Their timing saw them arrive
just in time for a cuppa, and after having a tour of the shed, they spent
most of their time in the metal shop.
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Sausage Sizzles.
Esky Modifications.
Our men have been having a problem
at Bunnings sizzles with the layout of
the sizzle gazebo. The result of the
problems has had men colliding with
each other in the pursuit of doing
their individual jobs. They have been
talking to Bunnings about it apparently without success. It was
decided to modify one of our large eskies with a rack system so they
can fill it with a small amount of all varieties of soft drinks, and place it
in a different location, to overcome the frequency of this problem, and
it worked.
Sunday 17th April.
This sizzle was not as profitable as we expected, but good none-theless. We actually applied some changes to the layout of the sizzle tent
provided by Bunnings, with their approval in the end, and it was a
marked improvement on the old system. We even had comments
from passers-by that we had an efficient system running. This was also
aided by the Esky mods referred to above.

Easter Raffle 2022.
This raffle was a great success mainly due to the tablecloth we
purchased with our colours and logo all over it, so it attracted more
customers by knowing who we were.
First prize was won by Kim and has since collected and possibly eaten
all the eggs.
Second prize was won by Michael Curtis from the shed.
Third prize was won by Nev Cole also from the shed.
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Story of the month.
Irish painter.
An Irish painter by the name of Albert, while not a brilliant scholar,
was a gifted portrait artist.
Over a short number of years, his fame grew and soon people from all
over Ireland were coming to the town of Miltown in County Clare, to
get him to paint their likenesses.
One day, a beautiful young English woman arrived at his house in a
stretch limo and asked if he would paint her in the nude. This being
the first time anyone had made such a request, he was a bit
perturbed, particularly when the woman told him that money was no
object; in fact, and she was willing to pay up to 10,000 pounds.
Not wanting to get into any marital strife, he asked her to wait while
he went into the house to confer with Mary, his wife. They talked
much about the Rightness and Wrongness of it. It was hard to make
the decision but finally his wife agreed on one condition.
In a few minutes he returned.
"T'would be me pleasure to paint yer portrait, missus," he said "The
wife says it's okay.
"I'll paint you in the nude all right; but I have to at least leave me socks
on, so I have a place to wipe me brushes."
That's why we love the Irish.

What counts is not what people say about you, it is how much
energy they spend saying it.
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Upcoming Events.
May 2022.
Sunday 22nd May.

Lakeside Raceway Chrome Day. Looking for
volunteers for the day.

June 2022.
Saturday 18th June.
Sunday 19th June.

Dayboro Men’s Shed Men’s health Forum.
Bunnings sausage sizzle.

Lakeside Raceway Chrome Day.
Sunday 22nd May.
Lakeside are looking for volunteers for this race day. The work may be
for a few hours, but you will receive things such as food and drinks on
the day, maybe a gift voucher and maybe a T-Shirt. Rodney is taking
names if you are interested.

Dayboro Men’s Shed Men’s Health Forum.
Saturday 18th of June.
The Dayboro Men’s Shed is holding a Men’s Health Forum on the 18th
of June at their premises. Morning tea, lunch and afternoon tea will be
provided, and there will be fuel vouchers available for car pooling. If
interested, we have 8 invitations so let Graeme know.

Projects & Activities
Empty Workshop area.
I was very surprised on the 21st this month
when I visited the Workshop area to find it
almost entirely unoccupied by members.
Perhaps I was a little early for them, but I am
not normally the one to catch the worm.
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Accreditation courses.
Our recently new accreditation officer,
John, is again showing his worth by
taking
accreditation
courses
on
machinery with members as needed.
Shown here is one such course.
Leather Mallets.
The pieces shown are for some mallets
used in leather production and should
come together not too far in the
future.
Brett’s Tabletop.
Brett has found himself a slice of
timber, not normally thought to be
much good, and has decided to make
a tabletop out of it. I think
arrangements have been made for
this to be a personal project.
Guinea Pig Hutch number 2.
It seems that the clients we made
the first guinea pig hutch for were
that impressed they ordered
another. It is constructed the
same as the first, and even if I
admit, that without a plan to
follow the men got it very much
like the first one.
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Baby Boxes.
We have also been charged with building
another set of these boxes for a
photographer with the letters B.A.B.Y.
attached.
Pirates Chest.
This pirate’s chest was a result of a
combined effort between Flatty and
Grimmie and came up a bit of a treat if I do
say so myself.
Toy Boys Space Shuttles.
In my usual travels around the shed, I
spotted these pieces of timber with a
strange shape on the end, only to find
out that they are the bodies of some
space craft they are working on. When
you see the plan they are working on it becomes quite apparent what
they are.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Australian Government pipe specifications.
All pipe is to be made of a long hole, surrounded by metal or plastic,
centred around the hole.
The I.D. (Inside diameter) of all pipes must not exceed the O.D. (outside
diameter) – otherwise the hole will be on the outside.
All pipes should be supplied without rust, this can be more readily applied
at work site.
All pipes over 200 meters in length should be marked ‘Long Pipe’ on each
end so that the contractor will know that it is a long pipe.
Pipes over 2Km in length must also have ‘Long Pipe’ painted in the middle
of the pipe so the contractor will not have to walk the length of the pipe to
determine that it is indeed a long pipe.
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Advertising Frames.
Every election we acquire
the job of making a large
number of advertising ‘A’
frames for the candidates.
It makes one wonder what
they do with the previous
ones or are the orders for
different candidates. They also seem to leave it to the last minute, so
we are flat out trying to complete the order.
Donation Delivery.
This delivery of work
benches and some tools
arrived on the 3rd of May
by some of our members
who picked it up. We quite
often get donations of this
nature, and they are hard
to knock back, even
though we struggle to find the space to store them.
Planter boxes.
Pictured are the makers of these
planter boxes requested by a
member the public. This is typical of
the type of project we are asked to
undertake.
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This Month’s Tip.
BUTTON BOX FEET

To finish off a small box,
sometimes all I need is a simple
means to slightly raise the box.
I’ve found that small button plugs
work perfectly for the job.
To install, you only need to drill
shallow holes in the bottom of
the box for the plugs to slip into.
The plugs are then glued in place.
And if the box doesn’t sit flat, simply run the plugs
a piece of sandpaper on a flat surface to level things out.
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over

PROUDLY COMPILED AND PRODUCED
FOR

Burpengary and District Men’s Shed
By
Ronald H. Tew
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