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PRESIDENT’S JOTTINGS

Greeting fellow Shedders.

President’s Jotttings

Well at last the pandemic appears to be stabilising in its behaviour. We are excited by the opportunity to
recommence our Regional Zone Cluster Meetings. A listing of proposed meetings is contained elsewhere
in the “Shed Chatter”. Please note these tentative arrangements as “Date Claimers”. As time progresses
these dates and arrangements will firm up.
With the best planning, the key to success rests with you, the Shedders. For the Queensland Shed
Movement to gain maximum advantage and benefit from these events, it requires Shedder participation.
With the ongoing financial support of both the State and Commonwealth Governments, the QMSA
management committee has been extremely fortunate in building an excellent panel of knowledgeable
presenters and experienced Shed leaders in areas that cover Health, Administration and Governance.
This is only part of the story. The opportunity for Shedders to meet, discuss and exchange ideas and
experiences is equally valuable. Please give earnest consideration to actively supporting and participating
in the QMSA program,mes throughout the year. The first four Cluster gatherings will take place at:
Gladstone (March 2); Nerang on the Gold Coast (March 16); Sunshine Coast (April 20) and Toowoomba
(May 18). Watch out for the Flyers and brochures advising more detail of these events.
Our Project Administrator, Rachel, whose position is funded through a grant provided by the Queensland
State Government, continues to enhance the effectiveness of the QMSA communications and record
keeping systems. The ongoing improvement in our administration functions directly reflects on the close
working relationship that Rachel has with our Secretary and Treasurer in undertaking analysis and data
management upgrades and the progressive integration of our communication data into an improved
application system.
There is a small number of emails and other correspondence that is distributed to Sheds subsequently
claimed by the Sheds as not having been received. This can result from the Shed using personal email
addresses. It is preferable, that each Shed uses a generic address such as Secretary or President followed
by the Shed name. This would ensure that correspondence is received by the Shed even when there is a
change of office bearer or the holder of the personal email address is unable to react. It is appreciated that
in some circumstances Sheds may not be able to adopt a generic email address.
After marking time over the past two years, the QMSA is confident that the time has arrived for the Shed
movement to again grow and move forward.
Kindest regards to all.
John Greatrex
QMSA President.
president@qmsa.org.au
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THE QMSA MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE ACKNOWLEDGE THE ONGOING SUPPORT
PROVIDED TO THE QUEENSLAND MEN’S SHED MOVEMENT BY TERRY EDWARDS (DIRECTOR)
AND GLENN JACKSON (MANAGER) REPRESENTATIVES OF THE ASPLEY FIRM OF
DLA Partners: Accountants & Advisors, Brisbane
https://www.dlapartners.com.au/

QMSA Patrons:
Her Excellency the Honourable Dr Jeanette Young PSM, Governor of Queensland and her
husband, Professor Graeme Nimmo RFD are joint Patrons

Executive Committee:


President (Ipswich Shed) - John Greatrex - president@qmsa.org.au



Vice President (Shed West - Kenmore) - Gerald Barber - vicepresident@qmsa.org.au



Treasurer (Shed West & Indooroopilly Shed) - Russ Hawksford - treasurer@qmsa.org.au



Secretary (Spring Hill Shed) - Robert Collins - secretary@qmsa.org.au

Management Committee:


Metro South Zone Rep (Sunnybank Shed) - Geoff Curtis - metrosouth@qmsa.org.au



Metro North Zone Rep (Samford Shed) - Lawrie Bingham - metronorth@qmsa.org.au



Gold Coast & Scenic Zone Rim Rep – TBA



Sunshine Coast Zone Rep - TBA



Downs & South West Qld. Zone Rep (Pittsworth Shed) - Merv Kahler - ddswq@qmsa.org.au



Fraser Coast & Bundaberg Zone Rep – TBA



Capricornia Zone Rep (Gladstone Shed) - Ron Steen - capricornia@qmsa.org.au



North Qld. Zone Rep – TBA



Far North Qld. Zone Rep (Marlin Coast Shed – Cairns) -Bob Stemp - FNQ@qmsa.org.au

Editor’s note: If you enjoy reading this copy of the QMSA newsletter and your Shed does not appear
herein, look around at your Shed activities and take a few general photos. These then could be used in an
article. It seems that starting the article is part of any writing block. Whereas having the photos already
taken, your words can start to flow.
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QMSA welcomes Qld’s new Governor
and her husband as joint Patrons
The Queensland Men’s Shed Association is honoured to have Her Excellency the Honourable Dr Jeanette
Young PSM, Governor of Queensland and her husband, Professor Graeme Nimmo RFD as our joint
Patrons for the duration of Her Excellency’s term in office.
The QMSA is looking forward to working with Her Excellency The Governor and Professor Nimmo as we
continue to assist and support men’s sheds in Queensland.

Her Excellency the Honourable Dr Jeanette Young PSM, Governor of Queensland
and her husband, Professor Graeme Nimmo RFD
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Price: FREE
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PROPOSED 2022 QMSA ZONE CLUSTER MEETINGS AND GATHERINGS PROGRAMME.
PLEASE NOTE AS DATE CLAIMERS - DETAIL TO FOLLOW.
Capricornia Zone:
Gladstone – Wednesday, March 2, 2022.
Gold Coast & Scenic Rim Zone:
Nerang Bicentennial Community Centre – Wednesday, March 16, 2022. (See details on previous page).
Sunshine Coast Zone:

Regional Coordinator hits the Road

Wednesday, April 20, 2022.

Late last year QMSA appointed a new Regional
Coordinator, Frank Pearce. Frank has been employed
under the Federally funded Men's Sheds ‘regional
coordinators initiative’ to provide support to sheds
across Queensland, improving men’s access to health
information and resources to improve their wellbeing.

Downs & South West Queensland Zone:
Toowoomba – Wednesday, May 18, 2022.
Fraser Coast & Bundaberg Zone:
Wednesday, June 15, 2022.

Since he started Frank has been focussing on visiting
sheds and building connections, as well as planning for
a series of Zone meetings – starting with the Gold Coast
on 16 March. Frank said - “I’ve really enjoyed getting
out and meeting Shedders and I learn more with every
visit I make. One thing that has really impressed me has
been the determination by Sheds to keep the doors
open despite the challenges of a global pandemic. I look
forward to making contact with many more Sheds as the
year progresses”. Frank can be reached at
regionalcoordinator@qmsa.org.au

Dayboro Men’s Health Forum:
Dayboro – Saturday, June 18, 2022.
North Queensland Zone:
Tuesday, July 19, 2022.
Far North Queensland Zone:
Thursday, July 21, 2022.

DATES AND DETAIL TO BE DETERMINED.
Metro South Zone:
Brisbane City & Metropolitan – September 2022.
Logan – October 2022.
Redlands – November 2022.
Metro North Zone:
Brisbane City & Metropolitan – September 2022.
Ipswich – October 2022.
Moreton Bay Region – November 2022

"You'll never achieve real success unless you like
what you're doing." Dale Carnegie

Don’t count the days, make the days count.
Muhammad Ali
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On a tour of a Men’s Shed
On a tour of Men's Shed - Central Queensland Today (cqtoday.com.au)
By Matthew Pearce

21/01/2022

Member for Capricornia Michelle Landry and
Minister for Regional Health, Dr David Gillespie
with members of the AFS Men's Shed.

Rockhampton’s AFS Men’s Shed has
been awarded a $3000 grant in
recognition of their service to the
community – and the funds are going
straight to their Snag Wagon.
Member for Capricornia Michelle Landry
and Minister for Regional Health, Dr
David Gillespie, toured the Shed at the
Rockhampton PCYC on Thursday, 20
January, meeting members and enjoying
a barbecue lunch.
Ms Landry welcomed the decision to
award the AFS Men’s Shed $3000 in
funding through the National Shed
Development Programme. “Men’s Sheds
play a vital role in preventing social
isolation and mental ill health,” she said.
“They offer thousands of men of all ages a safe and friendly environment where they can work on meaningful
projects while building strong social connections.”
Dr Gillespie said he was happy to accept Michelle Landry’s invitation to tour the Men’s Shed and enjoy a
barbecue lunch. “The Men’s Sheds are a great institution around the nation and they do a fantastic job,” he said.
“It’s essentially a men’s only area that’s replaced the front bar of the hotel.”
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“It also allows members to get back to their skillset that they had in their profession while doing good things for
the community, making new friendships, addressing loneliness and metal health issues. Members are de facto
marriage counselors and more.”
Other guests at the Shed included AFS Health Services CEO Mark Boyd, Jace McIntyre from Radio 4RO and
Rockhampton’s Regional Mayor, Tony Williams, who serves as patron of the AFS Men’s Shed.
Cr Williams said his association with the group dated back to his time as Division 3 Councillor. “I’m proud to be
their patron and see the work the men provide. Not only does the Men’s Shed allow our retirees and people with
those skills to come together and share their friendship, but they also give back to the community, as we’ve seen
today,” he said.
“Once you’re retired you don’t just put your feet up and stop contributing,”
“These are the little things that fly under the radar at the big media announcements all the time, but it means so
much to our community.”
Cr Williams said the AFS Men’s shed had a ‘great sense of camaraderie and community spirit’.
“Getting assistance from any level of government to support these groups really is a shot in the arm for them,”
he said.
“As we saw today they’re quite enthusiastic about showing off what they can do, which is great.
“Council helps in the ways we can to assist the Men’s Shed and we want to continue that in the future.”
The AFS Men’s Shed started with one room under the PCYC and now have four bays of their own, including a
metalwork shed and two woodwork sheds.
As well as working on their own projects including woodwork, metalwork and more, the group’s nearly 30-strong
members also do work for community organisations including furniture restoration.
AFS Men’s Shed President Mark Woltmann said part of the $3000 grant would go toward a new awning for the
Shed’s ‘Snag Wagon’, a battery-operated barbecue trailer which is their main source of fundraising.
The 270-degree awning will go around two-thirds of the vehicle and will replace fold-out marquees, which ‘get a
bit heavy for the old fellas to lug around’.
Mr Woltmann said the club had bought the ‘shell’ of the wagon, before modifying it themselves so the barbecue
was at the right height.
“We then fitted it out exactly how we wanted, so we could get the drinks esky in as well as the Waeco fridge and
barbecue. On the tour today they asked where the kitchen sink was and I could even show them that.”
He said events like Ms Landry and Dr Gillespie’s visit helped raise the profile of the Men’s Shed movement.
“These fellas own the cheque books that help support us which allows us to support our members while also
giving back to the community.”
Since 2013, the Federal Government has provided more than $6.4 million to support Men’s Sheds, with grants
awarded in three categories – health and wellbeing events, shed improvements, and tools and equipment.
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Bay Island Men’s Shed
The Bay Island Mens Shed has been incorporated since June 2011, operating from a small facility on some private
land. The land was purchased by the Catholic Archdiocese of Brisbane. We were able to negotiate a peppercorn lease of 9
years.
With this in place, grants were sought to
build a bigger facility, which is completed
awaiting final certification. The below was an
info advertisement we ran in the November
edition of the Friendly bay islander magazine.

Men’s health is better as BIMS finalise
their building process.

Back Row: David Moore, Laurence Gyles, Michael Nolan &
Kevin Christiansen.
Front row: Graham Jackson, Keith Mitchell & Brett Hariss.

The Bay Island Men's Shed has had an eye
opening experience navigating the world of
development and building applications, It was
5 years ago that the then committee first
proposed the building of a larger Men's Shed.
A shed that would hold current membership
and future proof for a growing Island
population. Now after planning applications,
building design meetings, funding
arrangements & contract building, the new shed
is ready for full time activities with an official
opening slotted for the first Quarter of Next year.
In highlighting the facility, the current serving
President David Moore believes the 2 x sheds
with 230 square metres under roof, 6 roller
doors for wide access & overflow work areas to
the adjacent concrete hardstand, segmented
access with 3 pedestrian doors, an abundant
supply of three phase power to both sheds, a
large panel saw, compressor, variety of powered
& battery operated tools, has to make it the most
desirable community facility on the island.
Complementing the shed there are separate
meeting rooms with a kitchenette, accessible &
ambulant toilets, BBQ veranda, vegetable
gardens, 2 x 20000lt water tanks, with all areas
accessible to all members and their visitors.

Along with the new facility, the board has been able to negotiate a permanent home for Island
Shedders under a lease arrangement with the Catholic Archdiocese of Brisbane and so our work
continues providing a new resource to Island men as we address men's health, through Social inclusion,
participation & community building.
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EDGEWATER VILLAGE MEN’S SHED INC.
WOODEN CRATES FOR IGA
Recently our Shed was asked to make a number of Wooden Crates for the local IGA stores owned by the
White family. We had already made over a 100 for the grocers in 2000 so we still had the templates from that
job. As with many items, we could not get the correct timber anywhere on the Sunshine Coast but managed
track down a supplier in Brisbane. The attached photos show members making various components and the
finished crates. IGA use the crates to showcase their goods in all of their five local stores. (Brian Lund,

Secretary)

Constructing the sides and ends

Drilling the holes for the handles

Spray painting the “Whites Logo”

Oiling the finished crates

Page 11 of 21

The finished article

The crates in the stores

‘Know your worth and avoid underinsurance’
Advises the Insurance Council of Australia
Underinsurance is unfortunately common in Australia, making it difficult for those Australians who are underinsured to
resume their standard of living – whether it’s rebuilding their home or replacing belongings to the same standard – if their
property is badly damaged or destroyed.
Simply put, underinsurance is when you don’t have enough insurance to cover the replacement value of the items you’re
insuring. For most people who find themselves underinsured it’s usually because they haven’t properly calculated the
current replacement value of their property and belongings. …..
One of the best ways to prevent underinsurance is to accurately track and calculate the cost of your assets. ….
….. To read more:

Know your worth and avoid underinsurance - Insurance Council of Australia

.
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DATE CLAIMER
Saturday 18 June, 2022
MEN’S HEALTH FORUM & EXPO
AT
DAYBORO MEN’S SHED

The Dayboro Men’s Shed has been lucky enough to gain a $4800 Federal Health Department grant through
the Australian Men’s Shed Association to conduct a Men’s Health Forum and Expo on the Saturday of Men’s
Health Week in 2022 (Saturday 18 June). This is the event that was originally planned for in 2020 before
Covid-19 intervened.
This grant will allow the event to be well catered for (morning tea and lunch) as well as to provide petrol
vouchers to encourage as many sheds as possible to send one or two carloads of members. We would
anticipate approximately 100 men from 15 or so men’s sheds within an easy drive of Dayboro as well as
some local community attendees.
The program will include formal presentations, workshops and displays.
The program includes:





discussion of “Down Below” topics including prostate cancer, continence issues, bowel cancer
“Up Top” topics including dementia, depression and stroke
Other topics including heart disease, diabetes and arthritis
Speakers already committed include urologists, physiotherapists, exercise physiologists, nurses and
educators from various educators from health promotion organisations.

Note: The first offer of placements will go to sheds within 40 km of Dayboro. Those sheds will be contacted
directly by Dayboro Men’s Shed.
This event has been sanctioned by both AMSA and QMSA.
Dayboro President – Greg Henderson. dayboromensshed@gmail.com
Forum Convenor – Dr Rod Edwards. rodel21@bigpond.com

1. Many of life's failures are people who did not realize how close they were
to success when they gave up. -Thomas A. Edison
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10-year Fire Ant eradication plan
https://www.daf.qld.gov.au/business-priorities/biosecurity/invasive-plants-animals/ants/fire-ants/eradication/10year-plan
The National Red Imported Fire Ant Eradication Program (the program) has $411.4 million to spend over 10 years
to find, contain and destroy fire ants in South East Queensland.
The program is a nationally cost-shared eradication program delivered by Biosecurity Queensland on behalf of the
Australian Government and all state and territory governments.
An independently-chaired Steering Committee has been established to provide clear guidance and support and
ensure program transparency and accountability. The committee, made up of representatives from all jurisdictions,
monitors program progress against targets and milestones to ensure long-term eradication success.
The eradication strategy over the 10 years is to reduce the size of the infestation in a staged, rolling planned
treatment program starting from the west and progressively moving to the east.
The 10 year eradication plan (PDF, 2.2MB) and 10 year eradication plan - appendices (PDF, 1.6MB) incorporate
the key recommendations of the 2015–16 independent review of the program, and includes key themes and
strategies:








a significant increase in eradication activities
extended operational area
staged, progressive rolling strategy
risk-based eradication planning approach through scientific analysis and modelling of infestation spread
coordinated and focused eradication activity in infested areas
staged clearing of suburbs to reduce the operational area throughout the life of the program and
confirmation of area freedom from fire ant following completion of the plan
collaboration with multiple industries and wider community.

The map of proposed priority areas under the 10-year fire ant eradication plan provides a visual representation of
the progressive rolling strategy implemented under this plan. The operational area has been divided into 4
indicative priority areas for focused eradication activity over the 4 successive stages of the life of the 10-year plan.
After three years of intensive treatment in Lockyer Valley, Scenic Rim and parts of Ipswich (Area 1), fire ant
eradication is now moving east into parts of greater Ipswich and western Logan Area 2). Planned surveillance,
suppression treatment and responsive treatment will continue in Areas 3 and 4 until those areas undergo intensive
treatment respectively.
For further information on the 10-year National Red Imported Fire Ant Eradication Program, please call 13 25 23.
Fire ant training is now available anytime, anywhere
Fire ant training for residents is designed to help homeowners, tenants and residential property managers identify
fire ants and their nests, and learn how to treat and manage them on residential properties.
Our training can be completed on a computer, laptop or mobile device.
Cost: Free
Availability: Course material is available now, online 24/7
Time requirement: 15–20 minutes to complete
Access our fire ant training for residents course now
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Introducing Cungulla Men’s Shed
"There's Jimmy, Jim and Jock (that's Jim with an accent), Bill, Billy, Peter and Pedro, Kevin and Kevvy, and
thank goodness, only one Sergio. I don't know what we'd call a second one! But also only one Ian, Bevan,
Rod, Karl, Alf, Rick and Brownie. There is a morning tea at 9am (to consider the day), and again at 11am (to
consider the considerations). And of course, a cuppa at lunch. Generally by then, the work is underway and
progresses with enthusiasm for the rest of the day. There are those on walking sticks, with hearing aids, poor
memories, and one faithful member with significant visual impairment, who comes down one morning a week
and joins in the chatter. He is very welcome of course (as is his partner's magnificent baking). But there
is also a Karyn, Maureen, Shirley, Sylvia, Lianna, Joan, Carol, Merle and Anna. No! Not just very able
secretaries and treasurers, and remarkable fund-raisers, but Wednesday morning is 'girls' morning where
they get their hands on machinery, wood and talk about the best buys at Bunnings.
Second most important, after the people - some of whom date from the beginning under windy and rainswept
awnings - is our new shed. Just had its first birthday but now comes with 3 phase solar and a wonderful
awning on the shed to take advantage of the wonderful sea-breeze of this little sea-side fishing and
retirement village, officially 45kms south of Townsville. The shed is also Cat 4 cyclone rated plus raised
another 500mm (yes, it cost a motza) to make it also flood free. The adjacent local social club facilities (and
bar at times) are very handy! Historically, 'some-one' removed our local lighthouse many years ago, but it
now takes pride of place in the Maritime display at Darling Harbour in Sydney. The original 'flat pack'!
There is community service – in the cooler months we take weekly trips to some generous local farmers who
for most of the last five years have kept our local community supplied with a variety of vegetables and
melons, and kept the Men's Shed Donation tin full. We have undertaken a re-furbishment of the local main
road junction, from where the daily school bus leaves. We look forward to our third Car Boot Sale. While
raising funds, these activities are an opportunity to bring the town together. But the greatest community
service has been to us. Government and organisational grants, donations, local gifts of tools (not to forget
the local farmers!), and the constant interest of many, have given us a Shed of which we are proud, but also
humbled by other's generosity. And we are thankful daily for the vision of a small group in the early days, and
their incredible persistence, which has given us the Shed we now enjoy."
Our plan for 2022 – to continue helping those in our community who need help wherever we can, and to help
each other by sharing lots of stories, laughs and finding solutions to all kinds of problems.

Community members check out our new shed.
Sharing a laugh at Christmas drinks.
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Woodturners Society of Queensland Inc
The Woodturners Society of Queensland Inc. is holding its annual Open Weekend on 26 th-27th March from
10am-4pm at 19 Pine St. Greenslopes.
There will be turned and other wood crafts on display and for sale. Demonstrations of woodturning will take
place on both days.
Refreshments will be available and there will be a sausage sizzle lunch.
Many thanks
Binny Willis Secretary
Woodturners Society of Queensland Inc.
secretary@wsqld.org.au

Kilkivan Veterans and Community Men’s Shed
The Kilkivan Veterans and Community Men’s Shed opened in December last year.
With the Covid crisis in full swing it has been a difficult time-QR codes, masks and restrictions
People are less inclined to go anywhere let alone the Shed.
We were approached by a local school
about making a Chess Set. The King is
750mm high. Here is the completed
Chess set below. It is made of 12mm
marine ply supplied by the school.

From Left to Right are David, Bella, Jeff
and Arthur
Martin Essenberg
Secretary

1. Tell me and I forget. Teach me and I remember. Involve me and I learn. Benjamin Franklin
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Laws they DON'T teach in Physics:
Law of Mechanical Repair - After your hands become coated with grease, your nose will begin to itch
and you'll have to pee.


Law of Gravity - Any tool, nut, bolt, screw, when dropped, will roll to the least accessible place in the
universe.


Law of Probability - The probability of being watched is directly proportional to the stupidity of your act.


Law of Random Numbers - If you dial a wrong number, you never get a busy signal; someone always
answers.


 Variation Law - If you change lines (or traffic lanes), the one you were in will always move faster than
the one you are in now.


Law of the Bath - When the body is fully immersed in water, the telephone will ring.


Law of Close Encounters - The probability of meeting someone you know INCREASES dramatically
when you are with someone you don't want to be seen with.


Law of the Result - When you try to prove to someone that a machine won't work, IT WILL!!!


Law of Biomechanics - The severity of the itch is inversely proportional to the reach.


Law of the Theatre & Hockey Arena - At any event, the people whose seats are furthest from the
aisle, always arrive last. They are the ones who will leave their seats several times to go for food, beer, or the
toilet and who leave early before the end of the performance or the game is over. The folks in the aisle seats
come early, never move once, have long gangly legs or big bellies and stay to the bitter end of the
performance. The aisle people also are very surly folk.


The Coffee Law - As soon as you sit down to a cup of hot coffee, your boss will ask you to do
something which will last until the coffee is cold.


Murphy's= Law of Lockers - If there are only 2 people in a locker room, they will have adjacent
lockers.


Law of Physical Surfaces - The chances of an open- faced jam sandwich landing face down on a
floor are directly correlated to the newness and cost of the carpet or rug.


Law of Logical Argument - Anything is possible IF you don't know what you are talking about.


 Law of Physical Appearance - If the clothes fit, they're ugly.


Law of Public Speaking -- A CLOSED MOUTH GATHERS NO FEET!


Law of Commercial Marketing Strategy - As soon as you find a product that you really like, they
will stop making it OR the store will stop selling it!


Doctors' Law - If you don't feel well, make an appointment to go to the doctor, by the time you get
there, you'll feel better. But don't make an appointment and you'll stay sick.
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NSW council fined over Men’s Shed death
Greta Stonehouse FEBRUARY 2 2022 - 4:35PM
https://www.borderchronicle.com.au/story/7605104/nsw-council-fined-over-mens-shed-death/?cs=12

National

A council has revised
its practices after being
fined $750,000 over a
Men's Shed volunteer's
death.

A council southwest of Sydney won't be appealing a $750,000 fine after a Men's Shed volunteer member died
while installing irrigation.
SafeWork NSW investigated Camden Council after 69-year-old Garry Todhunter was fatally struck in the back of
the head by a 500-metre long PVC pipe at Camden Bicentennial Equestrian Park in 2018.
The council was fined in the NSW District Court in December 2021 after pleading guilty to breaching the Work
Health and Safety Act risking death or serious injury.
Judge Wendy Strathdee in her judgment said the risk to the untrained volunteers was foreseeable, feasibly
avoidable and, in this instance, no assessment form or any project-specific safety documentation had been
prepared.
A Camden Council spokesperson said it accepted the fine.
"Council has implemented new and additional systems, processes and policies to help prevent an incident like this
from occurring in the future," a spokesperson said on Wednesday.
Men's Shed volunteers were tasked in March 2018 with project managing the irrigation works at the equestrian
park, including installing the pipes.
Mr Todhunter was a gardener with little experience of such work alongside volunteer Ronald Gunn, and both had
no training before commencing the job, the judge found.
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With no supervision from trained council members, on July 3 the volunteers were installing the PVC piping. A
tractor and another vehicle helped move it around blind corners, as it often became stuck on star pickets.
While being the pipe was being towed it struck Mr Todhunter in the back of the head, and dragged Mr Gunn before
he was able to push it off his back.
Mr Todhunter died a week later from serious head injuries, while Mr Gunn sustained some grazing.
"Mr Todhunter and Mr Gunn had no training in the task that was allocated to them by the defendant, and the
defendant knew that to be the case," Judge Strathdee said.
"The task that was to be performed was way beyond the experience, training and capacity of Mr Todhunter, and
the defendant should have been aware of that."
The judge said the council's "flagrant disregard" for volunteers' safety was particularly concerning given it engages
with more than 200 volunteers to complete work in a number of its facilities.
SafeWork NSW's Rick Bultitude said volunteers also fell under work health safety legislation and that adequate
risk assessment must always be conducted.
"And volunteers should never be used to undertake work for which they are either unqualified or untrained to
perform," Mr Bultitude said.
Camden council expressed its condolences to all family friends, and community members affected by the tragedy.
AAP has contacted Men's Shed for comment.
Australian Associated Press
Be aware: The corresponding WH&S Q’ld Act is similar but also is different. Ensure your Shed is
aware of Q’ld requirements as well as doing an assessment of the skills/safety required & any
training for the job at hand. (This is NOT legal advice).
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NUMABULLA MEN’S SHED - Progress Report
We are a group from the Kenilworth and Brooloo
area, straddling the border of the Sunshine Coast
and Gympie regions. We were incorporated in
March 2018 before we managed to find a shed or a
suitable site and, after much research, we
managed to find an unused shed owned by
Gympie Council at Brooloo, finally being given a
licence to repair and convert it in September 2019.
In order to convert the shed to a class9b building,
as required by the Council, we made plans to first
build an amenities extension, with a water supply
(tank) and associated sewage treatment facility,
and second build a meeting room and clean
(hobbies) room within the shed itself.

Thanks to a gift of gravel from Boral Industries and
Geotech sheeting from the Tin Can Bay Shed we
were able to refurbish the driveway to the shed.
Also, a NSDP grant enabled us to insulate the shed
roof and acquire a water tank and pump.

After achieving a GCBF grant of $35k to build the
amenities extension, based on a builder’s quote, the
builder withdrew and we were in difficulties finding a
replacement during the COVID crisis. Fortunately we
eventually found Blackdog constructions who were
willing to do the work and a grant for $10 from
Gympie Council to allow us to meet the new quote of
$48k. At the same time the Whitehouse Foundation
was able to give us a grant of $20k to complete the
sewage treatment plant and associated plumbing
works.
We now have the amenities extension (disabled
toilet/shower and ambulant toilet) finished and
working and need to move on to the two internal
rooms. We have applied for grants to complete this
work and have our fingers crossed. In the meantime
we have constructed a number of benches for the
workshop area of the shed using timber donated by
Hyne Timber, via the Blackall Range Woodcrafters
Guild. We also have an extensive set of tools and
equipment bought with a GCBF grant.
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