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President’s Update:  
The Management Committee have just held their monthly 
meeting, no meeting back in April with little happening, but 
we have had 100% attendance at the last 2 meetings and 
some worthwhile subjects to discuss, so thank you to each 
of the office bearers for your contribution to the Shed’s 
business.  There have also been a couple of special 
meetings as we have dealt with the Covid-19 Regulations 
and assume there will be another coming up in early July 
for what we hope to be further relaxation of restrictions. 
Our treasurer, John, is having a few health issues with his 
eyes at the moment, but he is doing his best to keep track 
of our monies and we wish him a quick return to good 
vision.  The bank balances are relatively unchanged through 
this period and the audit of our 2019 Annual Financial 
Reports is close to complete. 
In the correspondence, our 2019 Constitution changes have 
finally been approved, but we have also received advice of 
further legislation changes for Incorporated Associations 
and we will review the Constitution again as the changes 
come into effect through 2021 and 2022.  We have also 
been looking at alternatives to fundraising with the demise 
of the cruise markets and there is potential for a trial of the 
K-mart Markets to restart, which we will monitor as our 
stalls had been providing a 3-way benefit.  The last item of 
correspondence is we will enter into discussions with the 
Council about building them a portable mini-golf course, if 
it goes ahead it will be a large and exciting project with 
some artistic and technical challenges. 
For General Business, the roster has been revised for the 
next few weeks while we are restricted to 20 in the shed 
and the AGM has been pushed out to Tuesday 18

th
 August 

to ensure sufficient time to issue notices after confirmation 
of the next expected Covid-19 changes. 

Close to all that we will continue to assume our Physio 
Fitness program will commence on Friday 17

th
 July and there 

has been some interest from members in staying on for a 
cuppa or a game of something, thanks to Jim Hardaker who 
has donated a dart board for one of those games.  The other 
events still planned as happening is Christmas in July on 
Friday 31

st
 July, Father’s Day Breakfast at the marina on 

Monday 7
th

 September and of course the Christmas Party on 
Saturday 5

th
 December. 

 

 
Suggestion for our card games 

 
In the Workshop (Or on the Net): 
As we slowly get back to the Shed, please do not forget that it 
is not all fun time on the equipment, but each member 
should take a turn at keeping the toilets and kitchen clean 
and of course we should always care for our equipment.  
Here are a couple of tips for the Shed (and the home 
workshop) –  

Cleaning metal on machinery 
Cleaning the dust collectors 
 
Remember When? 

  

Welcome back to the Gladstone Men’s Shed Newsletter. The 

purpose of this newsletter is to provide a little more information 

during this period of the shed closure due to Covid19 

regulations. However our principal means of communication 

remains the web www.gladstonemensshed.org  

Please forward this newsletter on to anyone you think might be 

interested, and feel free to give any feed back to 

menshed4680@hotmail.com 

about:blank
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hbbSnH1-SGk&t=42s&utm_source=Carbatec+Online&utm_campaign=d6eb5157c5-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2020_06_23_01_25&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_e80a6adda8-d6eb5157c5-69764713&mc_cid=d6eb5157c5&mc_eid=efb9c65996
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2CRXdlsgcr8&utm_source=Carbatec+Online&utm_campaign=d6eb5157c5-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2020_06_23_01_25&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_e80a6adda8-d6eb5157c5-69764713&mc_cid=d6eb5157c5&mc_eid=efb9c65996
http://www.gladstonemensshed.org/
about:blank


Member Profile: 
This edition we have a contribution from one of our newer 
members, Paul Adamson, who was prompted to write after 
our recent Fairsea stories – it is a small world and Fred 
Bowyer has since said that his parents were on that voyage 
too!   Please say hi to Paul when we all get back to the Shed 
in more normal times: 
 
I was born in Liverpool in 1955.  My family (Mum, Dad and 
six kids) moved to Australia in 1966 as £10 poms, I attended 
Wynnum North and Bulimba state schools.  My Mum really 
missed her family back home so it was decided that we 
would return to England.  We boarded the MV Fairsea at 
Hamilton Wharf, it was plain sailing, until we were about to 
cross the equator.  The ship was preparing for the “crossing 
the line ceremony”, certificates, menus and decorations 
etc. A fire broke out in the engine room, all power was lost 
and the ship came to a standstill, the ocean was like a 
millpond, flat to the horizon.  The crew began preparing the 
lifeboats but weren’t launched, that night the passengers 
slept on deck and in the lounges. Four days, later the 
Captain shot himself.  An ocean-going tug “R Pace” was 
dispatched from Los Angeles but when it arrived and 
refuelled from the Fairsea, it too became disabled and was 
tied up to the stern.  A ship, the “Louise Lykes” came to our 
rescue and towed the two stricken vessels into Panama 
harbour. In the harbour, the ships drifted apart and the 
towing cable rose out of the water and became taught, 
despite the crew’s attempts to separate the ships, the cable 
snapped, fortunately no one was hurt.  From Panama we 
were flown to London and then we made our way back to 
Liverpool to resume our lives as before  

 
At least the lifeboat still works! 

 
I left school at the age of 15 and I started my apprentice-
ship in a local engineering firm as a fitter and turner.  At 17 
years old, I met a girl at a bus stop who would later become 
my wife and still is today.  At 21 my memories of Australia 
were rekindled so I made the decision to apply for assisted 
passage, my application was approved, but it was no longer 
£10, this time it was £79.  I contacted my best friend from 
my school days in Bulimba and he invited me to stay at 
their family home in Brisbane.  I arrived in Aug.’76, my 
girlfriend Lynda joined me 5 months later on Christmas eve, 
we married in June the following year. 

 
In an effort to improve my drawing ability, I was directed to a 
private studio in Kangaroo point run by a Russian sculptor 
named George Virine.  My wife and I approached the door 
which had a sign that read, “Academy of Art” next to a poster 
of the Mona Lisa, I admit I was a bit overawed and hesitated 
before going in.  Once inside I saw students of various ages 
working with clay, copying plaster casts of the features of 
Michelangelo’s David, nose, ear, mouth and eye.  For me this 
was a “ahaa moment”, I turned to my wife and said, 
dismissively “I can do that” even though I’d never done that 
kind of thing before.  Maybe Lynda thought, “Is there 
anything you can’t do, smart arse”.  So, I abandoned my 
drawing plans and began a new phase of my life as a sculptor.  
I learned the basics of modelling in clay, how to create a 
portrait bust from life and casting in plaster.  
 
In ’78 we travelled to Perth and onto Bunbury where we 
stayed for about a year, during this time we planned a trip 
back to England which was to last for nine months.  
Back in Liverpool, I called in on my old boss where I’d worked 
as an apprentice and told him of my sculpture plans.  He was 
interested and suggested I do a portrait bust of him and get 
the story in the local paper, sounded good to me.  He called 
the paper and told them he commissioned me for £250, long 
story short, I did the portrait bust as agreed but he changed 
the conditions and refused to pay.  Lesson learned.  
 
Shortly after that we returned to Brisbane, I was in and out of 
jobs, which was possible in those days but I needed to get 
something more stable as our first child was on the way.  I 
started at Bulimba power station as a fitter, Bulimba was an 
old station being brought back from being mothballed. The 
writing was on the wall for this old station, so I applied for job 
as an APA (Auxiliary Plant Attendant) at Swanbank power 
station near Ipswich.  The job involved shift work, checking 
the motors pumps etc. and isolating equipment for 
maintenance.  Once again, this power station was becoming 
surplus to requirements with the opening of Tarong and later 
Callide B.  Redundancy notices appeared, but some were 
offered the opportunity move to other stations.  Our second 
child had arrived around this time, so we thought it best to 
accept the offer to transfer to Gladstone Power Station, this 
was Easter 1987 and stayed there until my retirement in 
2017.  My artistic urges resurfaced in Gladstone after a bit of 
a lull and I began entering my work in the Martin Hanson 
Memorial art exhibition.  Up till then the pieces were cast in 
materials such as plaster or “ciment fondu” but I had a strong 
desire to be able to cast my own work in bronze.  So using my 
engineering skills, I built a furnace, kiln and the foundry tools 
necessary, then started casting my own work in bronze.  I like 
to cast my own work because I have control over every 
aspect, from the initial idea to finished piece in a shop or 
gallery.  For those interested in seeing my sculptures, check 
out the link below. 

Sculptures 
 
Footnote – the link shows many different aspects of Paul’s 
artistic skills, but his bronze casts of some of our great citizens 
like Cyril Golding, George Creed and Col Brown can be found 
around town and on the next page is his lifesize kangaroo in 
case you haven’t seen it in the "Australia Garden" on the 
small Island of Onyujima off the coast of Saiki City, Japan! 

https://www.facebook.com/pg/Paul-Adamson-Sculptor-213700938682460/photos/?ref=page_internal


 
 
The Flinders Connection: 
Gladstone started taking down memorials before it became 
a recent global fashion.  This memorial is gone now, but you 
will remember Flinders Memorial opened in 1952 down at 
the base of Auckland Hill, Bryan Jordan probably leaned his 
bike against it while he was at work.  Matthew Flinders 
made good use of his naming rights here in 1802, so the 
history of the connections are listed below (and don’t worry 
about the memorial, they promise it is going to be put back 
near the Yacht Club): 

 
 
Flinders made 3 voyages to the southern ocean, it was  the 
1

st
 voyage on HMS Reliance in 1791 that he became friends 

with the ship’s surgeon, George Bass, and they went on to 
make a couple of famous expeditions in small open boats.   
 
Flinders' work had subsequently come to the attention of 
many of the scientists of the day, in particular Sir Joseph 
Banks, and Banks used his influence with the Admiralty to 
give Flinders a ship to chart the coastline of New Holland.  It 
is a bit of a long story, but the short of it is Flinders named 
Port Curtis after Admiral Sir Roger Curtis who was 
Commander-In-Chief of The Cape (of Good Hope) when 
Flinders passed through South Africa in 1801 and named Mt 
Larcom after Captain Thomas Larcom who helped him with 
ship repairs of HMS Investigator at The Cape.  The 
Investigator had always been in a bad state of repair and 
was the reason it was given to Flinders – being in relatively 
poor repair she was spared from the war against France.   
 
Curtis had a lengthy naval career and had sat on the court 
martial of the Bounty mutineers, while Flinders had sailed 

on the second voyage with Bligh when he returned to Tahiti.  
When Curtis was promoted to Vice-Admiral, he raised his flag 
on Capt Larcom’s ship and remained with him from 1799 to 
1803.  The Investigator had been refitted for Flinders but as 
soon as he had sailed from England in July 1801 – it leaked, 
hence the first call for repairs.    
 
While Cook had sailed past us under the cover of darkness in 
1770, Flinders entered the harbour through the narrow 
entrance near South End on 5

th
 August 1802.  At the time he 

did not know that Curtis Island was actually an island.  
 It was left to John Oxley in November 1823 to properly 
define the harbour.  Continuing with Flinder’s 
circumnavigation of Australia, it was while surveying in the 
Gulf of Carpentaria the ship’s timbers were in such bad repair 
that the carpenter gave her no more than 6 months.  Flinders 
then sailed to Timor to try to get a better ship but to no avail 
so he simply lightened the Investigator and kept going around 
Australia “with all possible sail, day and night”, but 
abandoning the survey of the north and west coasts.   

 
On reaching Port Jackson in June 1803 Governor King had 
ordered a survey of the ship and found “being the state of 
the Investigator thus far, we think it altogether unnecessary 
to make any further examination; being unanimously of 
opinion that she is not worth repairing in any country, and 
that it is impossible in this country to put her in a state fit for 
going to sea”.   Flinders was then given command of HMS 
Cumberland to return to England but it was in such bad state 
that he was forced to put into Mauritius for repairs when the 
war with France had broken out again and he was imprisoned 
for 6 years as a spy.  Investigator was in fact resurveyed again 
in 1804, repaired and sailed back to England in 1805 with 2 of 
Flinders botantists onboard.  No wonder poor Flinders only 
lived to 40, but it is a great Gladstone connection. 
 

 
 
Shed Roster to 9

th
 July: 

The roster for Tue/Wed/Thu is on the following page and we 
will review again after 9

th
 July, if you cannot attend any day 

please send us an email as we could find a replacement and 
we could accept one more application for the Wednesday - 

 



 
 

 
 

 
 

 


