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President’s Update:  
It has taken some effort but today we have got the shed 
reopen with limitations after 11 weeks of being closed in 
compliance with the Covid19 Regulations.  Even last 
Thursday 4 days after the restrictions were eased, we were 
still trying to get valid confirmation of how the change in 
rules applied to Men’s Sheds in Queensland.  QMSA were 
the first to succeed in providing the Dept of Health’s actual 
requirements to legally open and we sincerely thank them 
for their assistance. 
 
These requirements include a 3-page COVID Safe Checklist, 
which we had to sign and must produce if subject to 
inspection by government officials.  We have produced the 
Checklist, but also condensed it into a set of rules to fit on 
one page and a copy is attached at the back of the 
newsletter and both documents can be found on display 
throughout the Shed.  It sounds tough if your previous fun 
and free access to the Shed is still restricted, but at least a 
duty of care is being extended to all members and whilst 
we wish for further relaxation of the rules perhaps as early 
as a fortnight’s time, there is no doubt that some rules will 
apply for many months into the future. 
 
One of the current rules is a maximum of 20 people are 
allowed on the facility and of course the building of the 
shed extensions have been delayed by a couple of weeks 
from the early June start, so we have had to make provision 
for builders to be there at the same time.  Please do not 
come into the Shed if your name is not on the current 
roster which we propose to run for a fortnight when just 
possibly we may be able to get more members in and if not, 
will put out a fresh call for names to rotate with ones who 
have already had a turn.  Hopefully by July we can do all the 
things that we have previously talked about. 

Good News Dept; 
We were due some good news and were rewarded last 
Thursday with a phone call from the RACQ to advise the 
Gladstone Men’s Shed were a successful recipient of $1,000 
grant from their Local Sponsorships Program towards our 
Electronically Controlled Router Project.  The RACQ Program 
supports initiatives that are meaningful to communities and 
they believe both our project and the work of Men’s Sheds to 
be a worthwhile recipient in 2020.  Their sponsorship is 
greatly appreciated and we look forward to getting their 
representatives into the Shed to celebrate the partnership. 
 
With regards to the Electronically Controlled Router Project, 
most of the items are now being ordered and a table has 
been set up in the morning tea room for the testing of gear 
prior to construction taking place in the near future.  Even at 
this early stage it is rewarding to see members gaining an 
understanding of what this router will be able to do. 
 
Who Remembers: 
On washing day when your parents got up early to light the 
fire to boil the clothes in the copper (laundry tub) 

 
 
In the Workshop (Or on the Net): 
Here is another link to a useful website that may help you 
from getting caught by scams that seem to have become 
both more regular and sophisticated since the onslaught of 
Covid19.  Some years ago we have done both computer 
training and a presentation on Online Safety and can bring 
your attention to this Australian Government site – 
Be Connected 
Here you can either book in for monthly training webinars 
(there are even tips on webinars) or download summary 
sheets on pertinent topics such as Can You Spot a Scam, 
Staying Safe on Facebook, Data & Public Wi-Fi, Shopping & 
Banking and many others.  We have seen the lack of security 
on Public Wi-Fi such as at airports when scammers get hold 
of your address books and then others receive a series of 
unwelcome emails supposedly from someone we know. 

 

Welcome back to the Gladstone Men’s Shed Newsletter. The 

purpose of this newsletter is to provide a little more information 

during this period of the shed closure due to Covid19 

regulations. However our principal means of communication 

remains the web www.gladstonemensshed.org  

Please forward this newsletter on to anyone you think might be 

interested, and feel free to give any feedback to 

menshed4680@hotmail.com 

about:blank
https://beconnected.esafety.gov.au/bookings?mc_cid=15c509ea85&mc_eid=1af7e308d4
http://www.gladstonemensshed.org/
about:blank


More Historical Ship Stories 
Last week’s story on the Sitmar ships with some Gladstone 
connections brought back recollections for a few members. 
So we will try another seafaring story, again with Gladstone 
connections, but also with Alotau, the capital of Milne Bay 
Province in PNG, a one-time home with many good 
memories for our member, Tom Stewardson. 
 
This story originates in Gladstone with the schooner, 
Director II, and 2 brothers from New York, Bruce and 
Sheridan Fahnestock.  Director II ran aground here in 
October 1940 during a nature study of the Pacific region.  
Despite assistance from locals, the schooner slipped off the 
shoals into deep water 10 hours after the grounding, but 
the diaries and film recordings of this 2nd voyage through 
Polynesia, Samoa and Fiji had been saved.  Other items that 
were salvaged including the Fahnestock family flag can now 
be found in the Gladstone Maritime Museum. The first 
expedition has previously been through the Galapagos and 
Marquesas Islands, New Hebrides and Melanesia before 
terminating the voyage in the Philippines and selling their 
original schooner, Director, in 1937. 
 
The young Fahnestocks would never want for anything, but 
had a way of putting themselves into places where they 
could certainly lose everything.  They had been in Beijing in 
July 1937 when the Japanese troops began their full scale 
invasion of China and after being threatened by a Japanese 
officer they decided it was time to start returning home.  
Their father was a very successful inventor and business 
man and had very good political connections as the 
brothers later met with President Roosevelt in January 
1941 on their return from Gladstone with the idea of a third 
expedition through the Indonesian Archipelago while taking 
careful note of Japanese infiltration in the area.  Nothing 
came out of this meeting, but they were asked to debrief 
the Office of Strategic Security (now CIA) and in January 
1942 Sheridan Fahnestock was requested by the Army to 
take command of “Mission X”. 
 
Sheridan recruited his brother, Bruce, and the crew of 
Director II to be sworn in as soldiers of the US Army to be 
sent off to Hawaii by sea then flown to Brisbane in the first 
three B-26 bombers to be deployed to Townsville (those 
same bombers arrived in Hawaii at the same time as the 
bombing of Pearl Harbour and were the reason the 
Americans thought the Japs were friendly aircraft).  The 
planes went north and the Mission X crew went onto 
Melbourne to source the boats and crew to become known 
as the Small Ships Section (or more affectionately the Rag 
Tag Fleet) of the US Army Forces in Australia under the  
command of General Douglas MacArthur, who also arrived 
in Australia in March 1942 after defeat in the Philippines. 
 
The Fahnestocks had a wealth of experience with boats and 
understood the conditions in New Guinea.  Their HQ was 
moved to Sydney and by December 1942 had quickly 
acquired 195 vessels at hand, personnel of more than 1,000 
with 820 barges built or under construction and another 
306 small cargo vessels under construction.  Their northern 
base was to be Buna but the Japanese had identified the 
same location and arrived 3 weeks earlier than the allies at 
Buna and Gona and of course the start of the horrific 
Kokoda campaign.   

Milne Bay further to the south was hurriedly chosen as the 
new base for the Small Ships and would go on to become the 
site of 3 airstrips and the first place anywhere for the 
Japanese land forces to be turned back at Ahoima on the 
north east end of the bay.  The air base was to protect Port 
Moresby, but could you imagine the difficulties flying in a 
place which gets 200 inches of rain a year. 

 
Back to Rag Tag Fleet and Gladstone, one of the first trawlers 
to head north, the Ulladulla (Ship 21), was delayed here after 
her skipper died from a heart attack and they awaited a 
replacement.  Another skipper was the Gladstone tug master, 
Harry Renton, who served for several years from November 
1943 mainly as master of the tug, Melcustoms, towing 4x100 
ton barges.  When not moving troops and supplies north and 
returning south with the wounded, he would go and catch 
fresh fish for the troops to supplement their diet.  My father 
was mate on the Canonbar, a coal burner which probably 
called into Gladstone for bunkers as there is a Canonbar St in 
Clinton.  They all sailed mostly at night and hid during the day 

 
With war there comes tragedy, if you cruise into Milne Bay 
nowadays a memorial stands at KB Mission for Corporal John 
French, who was posthumously awarded the Victoria Cross as 
the Australians advanced against the Japanese.  The #1 strip 
is still the airport for Alotau called Gurney Airport after a 
Qantas pilot killed in action and the #3 strip is now Turnbull 
Field, in honour of RAAF Squadron Leader Peter Turnbull, a 
fighter ace who crashed into the jungle while diving on an 
enemy target (mud on the control surfaces a possible cause 
of the crash).  Bruce Fahnestock was killed by friendly fire at 
sea near Buna in October 1942, as the American pilots 
believed no vessels were that far north.  Harry Renton lost a 
leg due to shrapnel wounds received during his service.  So, 
these little ships captained and crewed by mainly Australian 
sailors were the lifelines of the Allied military operations in 
the Pacific and carried on through dangers from both the sea 
and the enemy until the final surrender in Tokyo in 1945. 

Ship 100, Melcustoms 

Ship 149 Canonbar 



Members Profile: 
Think Gerry is so well known to us all that he doesn’t need 
to profiled, but thanks very much Gerry, not only for 
keeping this section interesting but also for all your past 
endeavours for this Shed – 
I was born in Bangalow in 1951, the second in a family of six 
children, and started life on a struggling dairy farm nearby. 
We moved to another farm near Lismore when dad got a 
job in town, and then later to Byron Bay where I grew up 
through my teenage years, continuing to go to school in 
Lismore by bus (3 hours travel each day).  In Byron we lived 
a short walk from “The Pass” which is now an iconic 
location in the world of surfing.  Needless to say I spent 
countless hours floating about on a surfboard and am now 
proudly funding luxury cars for skin cancer doctors. One 
memory is of bravely walking out to the end of the old 
whaling station jetty with mates when it was swaying in 
huge cyclone surf, only to find that it had totally collapsed 
by the next morning.  
 
At the end of school I was awarded a cadetship with CSR to 
study chemical engineering at University of NSW in Sydney. 
The deal was that we had to work for two years in CSR’s 
sugar laboratory in Pyrmont whilst studying part time, then 
complete another three years of full time study.  It took a 
while for a country boy to navigate the competing social 
and academic circles, but by some miracle I received my 
engineering degree at the end of it.  Whilst at uni I 
completed a scuba diving course that, combined with 
underwater photography, became a passion for many 
years.  I also discovered Ducati motorcycles, and the joys of 
their high revving desmodromic valve system.  
 
Through divine intervention I survived my time in Sydney 
and took up a job with CSR in Melbourne for a subsidiary 
company manufacturing CO2, which was mainly used for 
carbonating soft drinks, filling fire extinguishers and making 
dry ice.  We actually burned fuel to then recover the CO2 
from the flue gas.  Later it was mostly recovered from by-
product sources like fertilizer manufacture.  I moved to 
Brisbane and then Townsville with the same organisation.  
If you were drinking soft drink from Capri in Gladstone in 
the 1970’s the bubbles would have been made by me in 
Brisbane.  
 
In Brisbane I met Dianne through a scuba diving club, and 
we married in 1979.  The best thing I ever did!  Our 
honeymoon was a week of scuba diving on Heron Island, of 
course!  We lived in Townsville for a year and then I got a 
job in the Nabalco alumina refinery in Gove.  In four years 
there our first two kids were born and then we moved to 
Gladstone to work at QAL in 1984, where I had a variety of 
roles, but mainly Production Superintendent and Process 
Engineering Superintendent. Two more kids were born in 
Gladstone to make a total of four, three of whom have 
become engineers and one an occupational therapist. 
 
After 28 years at QAL I retired in 2011, just about the time 
that Gladstone Men’s Shed was being formed. Life in 
Gladstone for us has been primarily about raising a family, 
fitting in with kid’s activities and, when time increasingly 
permitted, sailing and fishing. Now that our kids are 
scattered far and wide, and there are twelve grandkids so 
far, we find ourselves travelling a lot to catch up with them.  

 
We have also managed to fit in some overseas travel (but not 
at the moment!).  The Gladstone Men’s Shed has been a 
great job, when you’re not having a job.  A fun and often 
challenging time on the journey with the team as we built the 
new Shed at Moura Crescent from scratch.  Nearly three 
years since opening now and an absolute joy to be involved 
with such a diverse and interesting set of blokes!  

 
 
Future Newsletters: 
As activities in and around the Shed build up speed with the 
relaxation of Covid19 Regulations, your scribe has got less 
time for the Newsletter, which was only intended to give you 
a bit of shed news during isolation.  So you will be getting 
them less regular from now-on, so there should be a couple 
more as the restrictions keep changing and there is a chance 
we will keep them going monthly or bi-monthly. 
 
There has been some good feedback about the newsletters 
and some silly shedders even want to keep it going and we 
were even getting to the stage of adding a new section – The 
Trading Post.  The Trading Post is a good idea to sell items 
that you think are of (good) value to somebody else, so we 
will try it if members want to send in description and price of 
anything they want to sell and we can easily insert a photo if 
you want to include it as well. 
 
The other proviso is that our stocks of member profiles are 
now exhausted, if a member does not provide a story, there 
will be no Newsletter!  Some people use the excuse my life is 
not interesting, others that you have read over the last 11 
weeks probably thought that, but everybody seems to have 
enjoyed reading them.  We only need ½ page, we will even 
type it for you if want to bring in some notes or sit there and 
dictate it.  So hopefully the occasional Member’s Profile will 
come in and then everybody will get the occasional 
Newsletter. 
 

Gerry’s Parsons Point 1980s 

Gerry’s Barney Point 2010s 



 
 
The COVID Safe Rules for the Gladstone Men’s Shed: 
The Rules and Guidelines applied by the Gladstone Men’s Shed to all shed activities while Covid-19 Restrictions are applicable 
include: 
 
All visitors to regularly sanitise their hands, pump bottles of sanitizer can be found throughout the shed but specifically at sign-in, 
kitchen, office and toilets 
Everyone to sign-in and sign-out, visitors must additionally provide contact details and entry/exit points to the facility will be 
restricted 
Conduct social distancing of 1.5 metres between persons where possible and no physical contact is permitted between instructor 
and participants on any tasks 
Good hygiene is required in all areas and hands to be wash frequently for at least 20 seconds and soap whole of hand before 
washing with water 
Toilet facilities to be cleaned each shed day and bench top surfaces to be wiped down with disinfectant  
 Use the dishwasher to clean coffee cups, glasses and plates and kitchen surfaces to be wiped down after any use 
Hand tools and machinery touch-points to be wiped with disinfectant cloths before and after use, this includes shed vehicles 
Even if on the roster to attend, DO NOT come in with a cough, cold or feeling unwell 
Download the COVIDSafe app onto your mobile phone and keep the phone with while in the shed 
While the whole facility and workshop is limited to 20 people at any time, further restrictions will apply in: 

Office – 3 max. 
Meeting Room – 6 max. 
Morning Tea Room – 18 max. 
Kitchen – 1 max. 

Any excess attendees will be turned away, as well as any person not complying with guidelines or the instructions of the 
Coordinators. 
 

 

 


