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President’s Update:  
Yippee (we think), the further relaxation of Qld Covid19 
Regulations on Sunday would appear to allow a maximum 
of 20 into our Shed at any time.  We are currently checking 
this out with the experts and plan an informal committee 
meeting this week to come up with a suitable roster to 
enable all interested persons back into the Shed whenever 
possible. 
 
We have all done so well keeping this pandemic out of our 
community and would want some common-sense rules to 
continue to apply along the lines of: 

1) Regularly sanitise your hands, bottles will be left in 
the kitchen, sign-in book and office 

2) Everyone to sign-in, visitors are not expected but, 
if any, they must sign-in with phone contact details 

3) Conduct physical distancing and good hygiene as 
can be reasonably expected 

4) Even if on the roster to attend, do not come into 
the Shed with a cold, cough or feeling unwell 

5) Toilet facilities to be cleaned weekly or more often 
if required, a check-list will be kept on the 
whiteboard 

6) Use the dishwasher for coffee cups and plates, 
with all other kitchen surfaces to be wiped down 
each time after use 

7) Download the COVIDSafe app onto your mobile 
phone and keep your phone with you while in the 
Shed 

8) Any excess attendees will be turned away, please 
comply with the instructions given by committee 
members at all times 

Look for further emails from us later this week and let’s 
look forward to an ever improving situation and we can do 
all the things planned for July! 

Who Remembers: 
With the sad news of the Gladstone Observer going digital, 
the following is pretty graphic of how we how we will now 
get the news compared to how it was in the good old days - 

 
 
In the Workshop (Or on the Net): 
The Australian Men’s Shed Association has available a variety 
of health related resources and links, so for something 
different this week we are going to suggest a manual for 
shopping and cooking healthy meals on a budget – 
Beginners Kitchen Cookbook 
 
The cookbook originates from the Whittlesea Men’s Shed in 
Victoria, but the trick is to lower your grocery bill and still 
have a trolley full of healthy foods by cooking what is most 
available in each of the four seasons.  Seasonal cooking takes 
advantage of eating fresh fruit and vegetables that is at the 
lowest price when in season and plentiful.  For example with 
winter officially starting on 1

st
 June, easy-to-follow recipes 

are provided as a meal for one person, but could be easily 
adapted for your household or to freeze extra for later use - 

  
Have a look, don’t print out the full book, but just maybe 
there is one or so recipes to tempt your tastebuds. 

Welcome back to the Gladstone Men’s Shed Newsletter. The 

purpose of this newsletter is to provide a little more information 

during this period of the shed closure due to Covid19 

regulations. However our principal means of communication 

remains the web www.gladstonemensshed.org  

Please forward this newsletter on to anyone you think might be 

interested, and feel free to give any feedback to 

menshed4680@hotmail.com 

about:blank
https://mensshed.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/03/Beginners_kitchen.pdf
http://www.gladstonemensshed.org/
about:blank


Members Profile: 
Many thanks to Ray Stanley for providing his life story, Ray 
and Alicia’s path to Gladstone had a few twists and turns, 
but another interesting read and yes, we are glad the ten 
pound pom ended up here and now part of our Shed – 
Born in 1936 in Belfast, Northern Ireland I first went to 
Belfast Royal Academy, until I was old enough for boarding 
school, which was Wesley Collage in Dublin, Southern 
Ireland.  Only lasted the first term, as being the only boy 
from the North, I was always picked on and coming off the 
worst in the pillow fights.  Dad decided that was enough so 
I was then sent to Friends Lisburn, which was not far from 
home and it was a mixed school!   We use to raid the girls 
dorm, which I got caught up in when the mistress came to 
say it was bedtime.  I hid under a bed, the girl dropping the 
quilt down to floor level. 
 
Time to take up work, I did go down to the recruiting office, 
put up my age and joined the Irish Guards, ended up the 
Sargent fronting up at home, had a talk to Dad and that was 
the end of the army.  Started work at Harland & Wolff, the 
apprenticeship was for 5 years as a fitter.  Harland & Wolff 
built the majority of the ships for White Star Line including 
the Titanic!  I really enjoyed that time, spent most of it 
fitting out ships and sea trails.  Met Kathleen and got 
married at the age of 18, but an iron workers strike came 
along and we all were stood down in early 1957. 
 
We decided to immigrate, put in for New Zealand, 
Australia, Canada and Rhodesia, and guess what, Australia 
came up first, so very glad it did.  On the day we sailed, got 
a telegram from Harland’s to say I could start again the next 
day, no chance of that happening.  We arrived in Australia 
almost 6 weeks aboard ship, the Fairsea.  The Bee Gees, 
only young then, and family were with us too.  Even singing 
then, the father always had to give us a rendering of “Roses 
in Picardy”.  Our destination was Sydney, friends met us 
and put us up for two weeks at Punchbowl, out in western 
Sydney those days.  Got sorted out and got an old terrace 
house opposite the Albert Palais in Catherine St. Leichhardt.  
I was amazed how easy it was to get a job, first year I would 
have had at least 10 jobs. 

Then we had a surprise - a boy, first for our family.  Our two 
years came around, which meant we did not have to pay 
back our fare out here.  Kathleen decided this was not for 
her, so she went home with Michael, I was to follow later, 
as money was a problem. Three months later, I signed on a 
cargo ship going that way, as a junior engineer.   

Before it sailed, I contacted the chief to say I had changed my 
mind, needless to say he was not impressed.  Kathleen came 
back to Australia six months later, but that did not work out 
and we eventually got divorced.  She did stay on in Australia 
and passed away around 15 years ago.  In 1964 I met a 
Liverpool lady, out from the old country and going by the 
name of Alicia.  We settled in together and had a baby girl 
while still living in Sydney at the time.   
 
Gladstone was kicking off with QAL, I got a job with Davis 
Contractors on the Red Mud Dam, then a move over to John 
Thompson’s in the Boiler House.  Got Alicia and Karen up 
here and moved into Boles Street Caravan Park.  Alicia landed 
at Gladstone Airport, which was only a shed and a few cattle 
on the strip, she wondered what she was getting into.  One 
episode in the caravan park was a bloke ran into our Annex 
with a knife to hide from others chasing him, as our daughter 
Karen slept out there, we persuaded him to take off. 
 
Thompson’s were paying their workers off, so we packed up 
our Volkswagen beetle and headed off to Brisbane.  Looked 
up Evans Deakin and got a start right away on ship repairs 
and then A.U.S.N. with more ships coming into their repair 
facilities.  After a short while it was down to Sydney and more 
work with A.U.S.N. doing mainly P&O ships for a further 7 
months.  By 1968 met a friend in a pub who mentioned the 
second stage of QAL was starting up.  This saw me back me 
back in Gladstone working for Taylor Instruments, which 
followed on to John Thompson’s work again.  Alicia and Karen 
got settled in at Southport on the Gold Coast for a month 
until we got a van in the park again for the rest of 68.  The 
VW got loaded up again and we were off to Victoria.  I looked 
up World Services in Melbourne, they offered me a job at a 
Gas Plant at Hastings or the Westgate Bridge, I took the gas 
plant.  Thank goodness I did not take Westgate Bridge, as it 
collapsed during construction.   
 
Our son Alan was born in Frankston.  Later in 1969 I picked up 
a job in Western Australia for the construction of a Nickel 
plant in Kwinana W.A. , we travelled across the unsealed 
Nullarbor Plains.  That job finished in early 1970, so back to 
Sydney and onto the 3rd stage of QAL and all back in Boles St 
Caravan Park.  By December we moved into a Queenslander 
in Herbert Street.  Still worked in construction at first with 
Taylor Instruments, then to John Thompson.  Another 
daughter, Dianne was born while living in Herbert Street and 
started with QAL in the Boiler House, before moving up to the 
Nickel Bay welding mainly nickel pipes.  
   
We were given a house in Quoin St. which we ended up 
buying before 1973 saw the birth of our twin daughters.  In 
1992 I took early retirement and worked shutdowns, mainly 
out in the coalfields.  Last job was at the Kingaroy power 
station in May 95.  Decided that was it and I permanently 
retired.  We paid off the house in Quoin Street, which cost us 
a whopping $22,800 and still live there, our four daughters 
and families live in the Gladstone Region and we have one 
son in Sydney, the other in Victoria.  We have 16 
grandchildren and 6 great grandchildren.  
 
Editor’s Footnote: 
Red Symons was also on the same voyage with Ray and the 
Bee Gees, but maybe as a 9y.o. those famous Skyhook songs 
were not being played at the time! 



Travelling and Cruisin’ 
Because we cannot pack our suitcases yet, we can still 
reminisce about cities and landscapes that beckon to be 
explored, however this week we will leave out the pretty 
pics and concentrate a little on the former Sitmar Line 
vessels.  Ray travelled out on the Fairsea, all part of migrant 
history similar to the Fairsky and Fairstar, the first cruise 
ships to homeport in Australia.   P&O eventually purchased 
Sitmar Cruises and the Fairstar set a record 33 years 
cruising from Australia until retirement in 1997 to be 
replaced by Fair Princess and then Pacific Sky.  Even heard 
the Fairsky had called into Gladstone a couple of times for 
boiler repairs and demin water when having problems and 
many Sitmar souvenirs are in our Maritime Museum. 

 
Built 1941, the Fairsea was the first non-British ship to carry 
Brit migrants to Australia in 1955 looking far different from 
war service for 4 years each as the HMS Charger and USS 
Charger.  The Fairsea had an engine room fire after leaving 
Sydney in Jan 1969 and the captain committed suicide in his 
cabin, no doubt due to the stresses at the time. 

 
The Fairsky was also laid down in 1941 as a cargo ship, but 
with the entry of the United States into WWII, she was 
requisitioned by the U.S. government, converted to an 
escort aircraft carrier and allocated under the lend-lease 
program to the Royal Navy, where she had extensive war 
service as HMS Attacker. 

 

 
From the mid 1970’s the Fairsky was based in Sydney as a 
popular full-time cruise ship when your scribe would have 
been one of the last to see it in Darwin before striking an 
unmarked wreck in Indonesia in 1977, which rendered the 
vessel uneconomic to permanently repair. The ship was 
finally sold to a Philippines consortium, intended for static 
use as a casino and floating hotel until a fire broke out 
destroying the accommodation. The wreck was towed to  
Hong Kong for demolition in 1980. 

 

 
So far there are similarities between the ships, but the 
Fairstar was built in 1955 as a troopship, the SS Oxfordshire, 
until withdrawn from service in 1962 due to the changing 
political scene.  There was a lengthy dispute over a refit in 
Holland for the ship to join the Australian migrant run and it 
was eventually moved to Ray’s old employer, Harland & 
Wolff, to complete the fit-out in Southampton in 1964.  
Fairstar began permanently cruising from Australia in 1974 
until the cruise business was sold to P&O in 1989 becoming 
well known to us all as “Fairstar the Funship”.  On her return 
from her last Pacific cruise in 1997 the name "RIPA" was 
roughly painted on her bow (many believed stood for "Rest In 
Peace Always").  She slipped out of Sydney and arrived at 
Alang, India in April 1997 to be scrapped. 
 
From the basic original Fairsea, Sitmar also had 2 ex-Cunard 
ships from 1971 in the Caribbean known as the Fairsea and 
Fairwind which become the Fair Princess and the Dawn 
Princess with the sale to P&O.  Sitmar Line itself went on to 
become Silversea Cruises, an exclusive line catering for small 
numbers in 5 star ships – a huge 50 year transformation! 

HMS Attacker 



Something Else To Think About: 
Have cut this from a recent RACQ publication, it is so similar to my own insurer saying that flexible hoses on mixer taps are the 
cause of 70% to 80% of all their water damage claims that is worth repeating here to add to your jobs to think about during the 
Covid19 isolation - 

 

 

 

 


