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E-Mail … menshed4680@hotmail.com

Welcome to the Gladstone Men’s Shed Committee Newsletter. The  
purpose of this newsletter is to keep all interested parties informed of  
the progress being made by the committee which would otherwise  
remain behind the scenes and progress in the shed itself. Please  
forward this newsletter on to anyone who you think might be  
interested. Please feel free to give any feed back you feel necessary to  
the committee or myself at mrkr0880@tpg.com.au 
Thanks, Mark Robinson. President GMSA

Shed Opening Times: The shed will be open two days a 
week. Tuesdays and Thursdays from 8am to 12 Noon. 
Bring your sense of humour, some closed in shoes and $2 for 
smoko. Don’t forget to pick a name tag off the wall, write 
your name on it and pin it to your shirt. (We want to know 
who we are poking fun at)
Shed Committee meetings: Shed General committee 
meetings are held on the first Tuesday of each month. The 
next meeting will be in the shed at 4.30pm on the 5th 

June. Please don’t park at the QRI as they have Country 
music night on Tuesdays.
 Issues from the last meeting: 
The business plan has been completed. It is what is 
described as a “living” document and as such it can be 
altered and updated as our circumstances change.  
Donations of Equipment are still coming in Fred Bowyer has 
done a great job of organising a computerised list. 
Promotion: The committee thought it would be a good idea 
to get involved with this years Craft and Wood Festival  
on the 28th & 29th July at the Historical Village. We 
would need some helpers to “man” a stall, to provide 
information to prospective members and interested people. If 
you are free and able please let a committee member know. 
We have also accepted a booking to hold a Sausage 
Sizzle at Coles on the 4th.August to raise awareness, 
and again if you can spare a few hours that would be great. 
Many hands make light work as they say.
Funding: Gerry Graham reported back with the work done 
by the funding sub-committee. Most avenues for funding 
have been researched and it was clear that most of these 
sources were targeted at future projects rather than operating 
costs which is our greatest need at the moment. Gerry 
approached a few Gladstone business men and expressed our 
problem with lack of cash at hand. Fortunately Cyril Golding 
was sympathetic and has donated a substantial amount to 
help us on our way. 

With our immediate needs met the committee will now be able 
to focus on the new shed. 
Gerry explained that because there is such a long lead time we 
need to assess and define our future requirements well in 
advance so that funding submissions can be made as early as 
possible. 
Shed Progress:
Meanwhile as all this goes on, work setting up the temporary 
shed progresses. The Kitchen has been installed and it looks 
great. A big THANKYOU goes out to Sparkman’s Cabinets 
and Joinery for the work they have done for us.

 
The computer room is almost ready, and we even have an air 
conditioner! There is some electrical work still to be done.
The men have identified a few jobs that we need to get done, 
including getting the compressor running and a drop saw.
Activities: 

Some of the bikes have 
been restored and have 
already been given 
away. This lucky lad 
and his Mum were 
without any means of 
transport until the ladies 
at Uniting Care 
Community suggested 
they took a couple of 
our bikes and they were 
very appreciative.

Also Anglicare contacted us and asked if the shed had any 
bikes that we could donate them for kids in foster care. Foster 
families are also doing it tough in Gladstone and any financial 
help given to foster families doesn’t cover bikes etc. We were 
given a list of bikes that we could supply; this includes Men’s 
and Ladies bikes as well as kid’s bikes. Our supply, originally 
destined for the “Year of the Bike” after school program has 
dwindled, but there seems to be an endless supply from Blue 
Care. What we need is for some more men to take 
ownership of this project and ensure that the bikes  
are safe and working properly. If you have any interest in 
this area we need you! It’s a very worthy cause.
The Kindergarten puzzles have been cut out by Jim 
Woergetter who did an excellent job and Ron Robertson 
painted them at home. 
Work progresses on the ribbon shaped pegs that will be used 
to represent women affected by breast cancer, 130 have been 
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made and will be painted pink in time for a fund raising 
event to be held later in the year.
The Golf Club has asked us about making some bollards for 
use on the grounds. We are waiting for the correct 
measurements to come in before we can start on this project.
Another project in the wings is making art easels for a child 
minding centre. The shed has been asked for a quote to make 
some easels so the centre can use it in their submission for 
funding.
Community Partnerships: 
During the course of setting up the shed we have been encouraged by the  
contact and support of other government and community groups. It’s our  
aim to foster these contacts into partnerships with the Men’s shed. In  
developing these partnerships we hope that there will be a two way  
exchange of information and services that will benefit both parties.
With the incredible growth of the Men’s Shed movement I 
decided to make contact with as many shed’s as I could 
during my recent holidays. We spent a week in Emerald at 
the Fairbairn dam and a week at Woodgate near Bundaberg. 
I couldn’t contact anyone in Emerald but a contact from the 
local woodworking group said a shed is being looked into. 
We didn’t go through Gracemere but I did catch up with the 
blokes at Miriam Vale and Woodgate.

 
The shed at Miriam Vale is an ex railway workshop donated 
by Queensland Rail. It is ideally set up next to some other 
sheds where the local Lions club have their den. I met Norm 
Frazer who is the co-ordinator and Ken Whittaker a 
founding member. The men are keen to develop a close 
relationship with their city cousins. Phone Greg Realf at the 
tourist information centre for more information, any men 
from the surrounding area are encouraged to attend.
The Woodgate men’s shed got a slow start due to a lot of 
“bureaucratic clap trap” involved in dealing with the 
Bundaberg Regional Council and the Department of 
Environment and Resource Management. But progress is 
being made on obtaining land and building a shed of their 
own. At present they are working out of Ken Andrew’s 
temporary shed. They get 16 blokes turn up on a Tuesday 
morning and have over 50 members.

Obviously there has been great support from the Woodgate 
community. Following the November meeting 34 ladies also 
formed the “Friends of the Shed” group and at a fund raising 
event on Election Day around $1000 was raised.
We also have a close working relationship with the proposed 
Men’s Shed at Ubobo. Tom Stewardson keeps us updated on 
their progress. Sadly their plan to relocate a shed has not 
proven to be cost effective. They are now moving in a 
different direction perhaps building their own shed. We will 
continue to help in what ever way we can.

Men’s Health:
Leisa Lowry, a Clinical Nurse concerned with Men's Health 
from Gladstone Community Health, will visit the Men’s 
Shed on Thursday morning the 14th June to introduce 
themselves and let the members know all about their services. 
They will have morning tea with us. Ron suggested that we 
should have a healthy smoko seeing she was coming. The 
committee would encourage all members to attend so we can 
show our support for this important Men’s health initiative.
Our new shed:  
We have officially received confirmation that we will be given 
the use of some of the vacant land on Moura Crescent. We 
applied for three blocks and also hope to enter into an 
agreement with the darts club to use a block as a shared car 
park. The Committee and some members met with Mark 
Larney on Thursday the 17th May to discuss our options and 
what we need to do to move forward.
Mark was very helpful and conveyed that the Gladstone 
Regional Council would assist us in our endeavours to build a 
shed on the site. The Committee expressed their gratitude as 
such assistance has not been the experience of some sheds.

The next steps include some sort of a “workshop” “brain-
storming” meeting with some experts and any interested shed 
members. It is essential that as well as having an input into the 
design of the shed space that you also hear the reasons why 
those suggestions may not be practical or realistic. 
What ever, start thinking about what spaces and amenities you 
think would be beneficial in the new shed, then watch this 
space. Some large printouts of the site are available at the 
Shed for us to work with. To get you thinking on what we are 
proposing take a look at this. 
Budget price for a steel shed from last week:
Depth 12m, Height 4.8m, Length 14m (4 bays), Shed $22,200
Slab $14,500, Erection $15,000 (including scaff, cranes, etc)
Roller doors (4) $6,000, Access doors (2) $300, Windows (4) 
$1000, Total $59,000
For a 21m long shed (6 bays) the price would be $89,000.
If we add another $40,000 for electrics, plumbing, etc, for a 6 
bay shed budget on about a total of $130,000. 
We could probably add more for fencing, paving, etc.
Hopefully we could get some of the items at reduced cost, or 
donated.
These figures are just a starting point for talks with QGC and 
other potential sponsors.


